FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 20, 2019
On November 4th, 2018, at 8:59 AM, the Forsyth County 911 Center received a call of an unresponsive person in
the 4000 block of Woodlet Ct in Cumming, Georgia.
First responders were dispatched and the Sheriff’s Deputies arrived at 9:07 AM. Deputies discovered the
clothed body of a deceased female lying in the backyard of the residence. The deceased female was later
identified as 40-year-old Tamala Horsford of Cumming Georgia. Mrs. Horsford had been attending an overnight
party at the residence.
Detectives from the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office Major Crimes Unit, Crime Scene Investigation Unit and an
Investigator from the Forsyth County Coroner’s Office responded to the scene. After an initial crime scene
investigation, the deceased was transported by the Coroner’s Office to the Georgia Bureau of Investigations
(GBI) Medical Examiner’s Office for autopsy.
Major Crimes Detectives began a death investigation immediately following the discovery. Detectives reviewed
the 911 call, interviewed all witnesses present on multiple occasions, conducted neighborhood canvasses, and
interviewed certain family and friends during this investigation. Detectives were able to corroborate certain
statements and view entry and exit logs from the home security system present at the residence. While the
injuries sustained by Mrs. Horsford appeared to likely be received in a fall, Detectives awaited results from both
the toxicology and the Medical Examiner reports to verify their findings.
On February 6th, 2019, the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office received the final Medical Examiner’s report regarding
Mrs. Horsford. The State of Georgia Medical Examiner has ruled the death accidental and consistent with a fall.
Detectives have spent the following weeks reviewing the medical findings with those found at the scene by the
Major Crimes Unit and the Crime Scene Investigation Unit. No evidence or injury patterns indicative of an assault
or foul play were noted by Forsyth County Sheriff’s Detectives or in the Forsyth County Coroner’s Office or GBI
Medical Examiner’s reports.
During the course of this investigation, Detectives have conducted approximately 30 interviews, and spent well over
300-man hours conducting this investigation. With a finding of an accidental death resulting from a fall as recorded by
the GBI Medical Examiner’s Office, along with the extensive findings from the investigation of the Forsyth County
Sheriff’s Office, the Forsyth County Sheriff’s office has closed this death investigation.

Again, the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office extends our deepest condolences to the family and friends of Mrs.
Horsford during this tragic loss.

####

Corporal Doug Rainwater
Public Information Officer
Office Number 678-513-5944

4450 Woodlet Court, Cumming GA 30028
Saturday 11/03/18 – Sunday 11/04/18

Victim: Tamla Horsford (Female, 40yoa)

Witness/People at the party
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jeanne Meyers – Homeowner
Jose Barrera – Boyfriend of Jeanne
Nicole Lawson
Marcy Hardin
Bridget Fuller
Michael Pallerino
Jennifer Morrell
Sarah Cocerham
Paula Seals
Thomas Smith
Stacy Smith
Madeline Lombardi – Jeanne’s aunt who lives at the house.

Victim’s Family
- Leander Horsford - Husband
- Kurt StJour - Father
- Terry Blanco - Sister
- Michelle Graves- Family Friend

Timeline
Saturday
•

2230hrs – Nicole Lawson/Sarah Cocerham left.

Sunday
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

0147hrs – Bridgett Fuller left. Last person to see vic alive. Alone downstairs. Time stamp Arlo.
0149hrs – Backdoor opened. Time stamp by Arlo.
0150hrs – Backdoor closed. Time stamp by Arlo.
0157hrs – Backdoor opened. Time stamp by Arlo.
0410hrs – Marcy Hardin left. Had to go to work. Time stamp by Arlo.
0745hrs – Paula Seals left.
0830hrs – Tom and Stacy Smith left.
0845hrs – Approximate time that vic was observed in the backyard by Madeline Lombardi.
Reports what she sees to Jeanne and Jose.
0859hrs – Call to 911 by Jeanne and Jose.
0907hrs – 1st to arrive on scene. Cpl. Miller.

Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office
Crime Scene Unit
Crime Scene Report
Crime Scene Specialist: M. Fujimura
Case Investigator: Christian

Case Number: 2018-110177

Type of Incident: Death Investigation

Date Duties Performed: 11/04/2018

Location Duties Performed: 4450 Woodlet Court, Cumming, Ga 30028

Brief description of duties performed:
On November 04, 2018 I responded to 4450 Woodlet Court in reference to a death
investigation per the request of Detective Christian. Upon arrival at approximately 1014
hours I met with Deputy Miller who informed me that a party was held at the
aforementioned address the night previous. The decedent was discovered in the
backyard of the residence on this morning when the residents awoke and began the
cleanup process.
Overall photographs of the residence exterior were taken. The residence was a multilevel building with attached garage and fenced in backyard. A covered wooden deck
was observed off of the upper-level at the rear of the residence. I made entry to the
residence via the front door.
My path of travel through the residence to the back upper-level deck was
photographically documented. The front door opened to a foyer with a hall ahead. At the
carpet line at the end of the hall a pink in color back and black jacket were observed. To
the right at the end of the hall was access to the kitchen and dinette. The door to the
exterior upper-level deck was observed off of the dinette. Overall photographs of the
Upper-level deck were taken. A stair way to the lower-level patio was observed at the
far left end of the deck. The decedent was observed just within the grass line of the yard
approximately midway off of the patio.
The decent was clad in a white in color one-piece pajama set with gray in color paw
prints, and black and red socks with multi-colored star pattern. The decedent was in the
prone position with legs extended straight. The left arm was along the side of the body
and bent at an obtuse angle at the elbow placing the hand away from the body. The
right arm was extended down the side of the body.
A rough field sketch was generated and measurements were taken.

Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office
Crime Scene Unit
Crime Scene Report
The decedent was examined for post mortem changes at approximately 1105 hours.
Rigor was present, loose in the small joints and appropriate for current position. Lividity
was present, blanched with pressure and was appropriate for current position. The body
was cold to the touch.
A red in color substance, visually similar to that of blood, was observed on the cuff of
the right sleeve as well as on the shin area of the right pant leg. The stains were
photographically documented with a scale. A protrusion within the right wrist on the
ulnar side was observed and photographically documented. A break of the skin, also on
the ulnar side of the right wrist, was observed and photographically documented with a
scale. A laceration was observed on the right shin and was photographed with a scale.
A linear contusion on the left shin was observed and photographed with a scale. A small
abrasion was observed on the interior of the left wrist and was photographed with a
scale. A small abrasion on the exterior of digit #6, the left thumb, as well as on the tip of
digit #7, the left index finger, were observed and photographed with a scale. A defect on
the right temple of the head was photographed with a scale. A transparent fluid was
observed to originate from the mouth and nose.
Measurements of the upper deck railing were taken. From the top of the rail to the
ground level measured approximately fourteen feet ten and a half inches (14' 10.5").
The measurement from the top of the rail to the deck was approximately three feet one
inch (3' 1"). The rail width measured approximately five inches (5") across. A plastic
divider on the ground level between the gravel off of the patio and the mulch at the
grass line was measured to protrude approximately one (1) inch above the gravel level.
Within in the pink bag at the carpet line of the living room, previously mentioned, was
observed to contain clothing a black in color wallet as well as an additional purple in
color bag. The purple in color bag was observed to contain miscellaneous contents
including a clear plastic bag containing green leafy material (item #2) which was
collected for destruction. Within the black wallet a Florida driver's license, a bank
statement and one dollar of US currency were observed and photographically
documented.
In the bar area located in the dinette area of the residence a blue in color bottle labeled
to contain tequila. It was stated by the residents that the bottle was brought to the
residence by the decedent and that the decedent was the only individual known to have
consumed the liquid within. The bottle was observed to be approximately one eighth
(1/8) full. The bottle was taken into the possession of the coroner to be transported with
the body to the GBI.
The scene was departed at approximately 1142 hours.
No further action was taken at this time.
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*Note: the internal camera time had not been adjusted for daylight savings at the time of
photography and will be one hour ahead.

Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office
Crime Scene Unit
Crime Scene Report
Crime Scene Specialist: M. Fujimura
Case Investigator: Christian

Case Number: 2018-110177

Type of Incident: Death Investigation

Date Duties Performed: 11/07/2018

Location Duties Performed: 4450 Woodlet Court, Cumming, GA 30028

Brief description of duties performed:
On November 07, 2018 I responded to 4450 Woodlet Court in follow up of a death
investigation per the request of Detective Christian. Approximate arrival time was 1619
hours.
In the back yard of the residence evidence markers (EM) #1 and #2 were placed at
divots in the earth. EM #3 was place at the approximate location of the head of the
decedent. EM #4 was placed at an unknown substance located within the grass of the
back yard. Overall photographs were taken at ground level as well as from above, the
second level deck, for spatial relation. The divots, head location and unknown
substance were photographically documented with a scale. A propane tank observed at
the rail line of the upper deck was photographically documented in place. It was
observed that the top of the tank appeared to have had the buildup of dirt removed.
The scene was departed at approximately 1655 hours.
No further action was taken at this time.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 19, 2018 12:59 PM
Christian, Michael E.
Fwd: Your Arlo Battery is Tired

Mike,
This is the last one I have. I must have deleted the others. I will see if I can some how recover them. I am not tech savy. If
you would like to have an It person or detective research it. The website is https://arlo.netgear.com and my email for
the account
and password is

Let me know if I can do anything else.
Jeanne
---------- Forwarded message --------From: <alerts@arlo.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 18, 2018 at 8:57 AM
Subject: Your Arlo Battery is Tired
To: <
>

Uh-Oh Jeanne!

Your Arlo
is running low on battery. You’ve still got about 15% of juice left, but in order to maintain
uninterrupted peace of mind, we recommend charging up the device as soon as you can.
In the meantime, thanks for being a member of the Arlo family!

The Arlo Team

https://arlo.netgear.com
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